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There are many different ways to paint hair in Photoshop and there are tons of tutorials to find on The Internet showing

different techniques.

I'v yet not find any tutorial that feels right to me, so therefore I have spent many hours to find my own way to paint hair.
I want to be better on hair so I will continue to spend time for practises.
I have discover that the technique is different depends on the hairstyle. Therefore is every new hair style

a new challenge.

In this tutorial I will show you how I created this particular hairstyle.

Tools I have used

Phntﬂshnp CS3

Wacom Intous 3

Hair brushes from Antje hl:tlzll:;'r fvﬁﬂv.rﬂnderusit}r.mmf mod,/bcs/ indcx.php?Viemeduct=34321
Model from hitp:,Ir {www.dreamstime.com/ portrait- r:rf—graccﬁ.ﬂ-wnman-imagc1512313?

Dﬂdgﬂ and Burn

Gaussian blur
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Now let s get started!

For this work [ have used three different brushes. You can see them painted in red.
Please note that you can use Phntﬂshnp ‘s default brushes too with a very gnﬂd result.

I don't alwa}rs use the same brushes, [ like to change and try different brushes from

time to time.

Here is the original image of the model. The images size is 2819 x 4255 pxl, so it 's a quite bilg and good file.

When you paint the hair details later on I suggest you to work in at least 100%. I use to wor

hair strands.

in 200% when it comes to the small

If your plan is to cut out the model from the backround and place her on another
backround, it s best to do this cut out before you start the hair painting.

Because you might need to paint some hair from behind.And its always the best
to have the right backround when you paint the fly-away strands.

If you choose a dark coloured backround you shall paint light coloured fly-away strands.
And if you choose a light coloured backround you sPiwlI paint dark coloured

fly-away strands.
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Now its time to start pa_inting. The workflow is quite easy. But it take some times and it will be a lots of la}*ers.

I recomend you to choose a new la}rf:r Ever}rl_ime you choose a new colour and smaller brush. Just to be in the safe side

if snmething goes wrong.

| gucu:l ]i;:-'ﬂacti-::e is to put all the hair layers in a Layer Group (Layer > New > Group) it will help you out alot further down
r

0w,

the WD

Start with a dark colour and start h}r ruugh]}r pa_inting
the hairstyle you want.
You can use Phﬂtcrshnps default soft brush for this.
O aciE' between 80-100 and flow 100

11

Then your ruugh]}r pa.int&d hairsl:}'le with the same
C-Dlﬂlll'.
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You don 't need to have the same seliings as [ show
you here. 1 often changc s.ettings during the
workflow.

If you like another sel:ling, you choose that.

On a new ]a}rer with a new brush I start paintin
thinner strands to divide and splitting the thick %lﬂ.il'
strands.

Again - a new layer, make the brush little smaller, and
a %ittle lightﬂr cni:v::-r.

Dont paint to much on the black area yeat, just

try to split the thick hairstrands.

Choose a ]ighter color and paint the hair strands direction.
Don 't paint over all the dark parts. We need the darker
color of the bottom.

Opacitet: | 5494 |+ || Flode: | 57eg | * Eﬂ
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M Brushes
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From now on [ will use those brushes. But as 1 sad before,

it also work guﬂ-d with Photoshops default brushes, | have used
them many times when [ created hair on my ima_ges. But I also like
to experiment with other brushes.

These are my settings in the Brushes Panel and the
Options Bar for the next step.

Since my panel are in Swedish I may have to explain them.
The Brushes Panels have Shapes Dynamics, Airbrush and
Smoothing activated and the setting for Size Jitter in Shape
Dﬁ'namic is 17% with Pen Pressure checked.

The settings for the Brush up in the Options Bar is set to
Opacity 54% and flow 57%,

Later on in the work process you will have to change the settings
for Opacity and Flow several times, depending on E{:w strong

you want the hair strand to appear.

Some strands should be stronger and some should be more blured.

I won 't show you all the layers that builds up my hairpainting,
There are to many of them, with new, smaller and lighter strands.
fyunderstand the workflow anyways.

I'm sure you wil

Again a new ]a}rer, and this time [ cha.nge the brush.
You can now see its more and thinner hair strands.
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Aga_in new la}rﬂr - New lightﬂr color - smaller brush.
Do this over and over aga_in. Changf: opacity so the strands not be too sharp.

Here you can see a close up on how I have sepa_rated the
thicker hair strands h}r pa_inting thinner and lighter strands.

Then [ fill the hair itself with some stray hairs

and ﬂ}r—awa}rs too.

If you take a look at phutﬂs of hair you can see lots of thin
strands going in different directions.

er brush.

Now its time to do all the stray hairs and ﬂ}r—awa}rs.
No hair is pﬂrﬂact - ever.

So start tE:a.inting with the same brush, or if}ruu rather
use ano

It doesn 't rﬂaﬂ(y matter. The main thing is that the brush
1

must be small (1 - 2 pix) How small depends On your image size,

But somewhere between 1 - 2 P for all thin ﬂ}fing hairs.
When I come so far | think some of the srands is too

so [ Cl'lﬂ.ﬂgﬂ IJI'I.ISI'I E.l'ld use ﬂ'].lﬂ one to E-Et d IMnore E-thEl' I.Dﬂl{.
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When we have come this far with our painting and think its good Ennugh. it "s time to turn all the hair la}rers off.
Klick on the E}fe Icon for every Ia}rer containing your paj.nl:ecF hair.

Then turn them on again one by one from the first layer and take a good look at them.

If there ‘s snmethi.ng as look wierd, remove it by using a Layer Mask or the Eraser Tool. | recomend using a Layer Mask
If you happend to make any mistakes.

You also need to see if there is some of the la)rers that need some qurring. Ever}r hair strand can 't be sha.rp 50 you need

to blur some of the la)rers and your eyes must choose which once to blur.

Some pa::-ple use the Smudge Tool and of course you can do that too, but | dont like it and that s wh}f | use
the Gaussian Blur instead for this step.

MNow we are almost finished. Close the La}rer Grnup with all the hair la}rers and dublicate it. Now you have two La].rer Gmup&
Close one of them. Right—c]i::l{ on the other and Merge Group.

| always do this dublicate to be on the safe side if snmething happends. When the hair is finished and [ am pleased with it
I throw away the extra La].rer Gmup.

Now you have one Ia}rer with all the painted hair in it. Dublicate that layer and put some more (Gaussian Blur on it.
You may have to lower the ﬂpaci or that la}'er if Tnu ‘v got too mu blur on it.

Add a La}rer Mask to the la}rer and paint away the blurred hair where you dont want it.

Create a new la}rer, put it in Soft Light b]endir.lg mode, fill it with 50% gra and darken parts of the hair with the
Burn Tool. Then create another new Ia}rer in Soft Light I}Iending mode, fill it with 50% gray and ]ightens part of the hair
with the Dudge Tool. This part is to get volume to LE

e hair.

Darken with burn tool Lighten with dodge tool

["v changed the hair colour a little bit with Color Balance, I also made some shadows on her skin

under the hair.
Then 1 v used the Gradiant Tool for the blue colour effect.

| hnﬂnu don 't find this tutorial to difficult to understand. If you never have dpa.mted hair before you might feel
y

it 's difhicult, but the unl}r thing to do is to practise. Soon you Pmbahl}r will fin
some tutorial that fits you p ec:l:l}r.

Ur owm sty'le, or maby you will find

You should not be stuck with this tutorial. This is -:.'-nl}r how I pﬂinte-d this partir:ula: asian hair. Another ha.irsl:yle is another
tutorial. But you can alwa}rs use the same method.

| hnpe this tutorial was of some help to you.

Good luck!

Cﬂp}rright Cind}r Grundsten 2010



